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NPOTA Program

ÁNPOTA = National Parks On The A ir

Á In celebration of the National Park 
Servicesô 100 th anniversary in 2016

ÁThere are 489 National Park System 
units

ÁYou could collect (ñChaseò) parks 

ÁAnd you could operate from parks 
(ñActivateò)



KF0URôs Activation Summary

Á I activated from May ïDecember 2016

īwish I started earlier

Á I activated 12 different park units, a 
total of 46 times.

ÁCombined a vacation to the Black 
Hills of SD with activating 5 parks 
there.



Parks Visited

Á Colorado:

īFlorissant Fossil Beds

īSand Creek Massacre Site (with KT0DX)

īGreat Sand Dunes Park & Preserve (ñtwoferò)

īBentôs Old Fort & the Santa Fe Trail (ñtwoferò)

īRocky Mountain National Park

Á South Dakota:

īBadlands

īMount Rushmore

īWind Cave

īJewel Cave

Á Wyoming:

īDevils Tower



My Results

Á100 % Running 

Á5,334 QSOs

Á50 states,  VE1 -VE9, 32 countries

ÁMostly 20M, with a smattering of 
6M, 17M, 30M and 40M

Á75% SSB, 25% CW

īThere was a lot more activity on SSB

ÁNice pile -ups 

īMax run rate: 240 / hr

īSustained run rate: 120 / hr



Getting Heard 

ÁNo Internet at the parks, so self 
spotting on the DX cluster was not 
possible .

ÁMost QSOs very willing / offered to 
spot me

ÁPile-ups started 30 seconds after 
being spotted



The Setup
ÁRig: Elecraft KX3

īMostly at 15 watts to help with less than ideal 
band condx

ÁLogging & Messaging: QRPworks 
SideKar (natch!)

īAdded a DXpedition feature to handle pile -ups 
faster

īAll 5334 QSOs logged and then uploaded to 
LoTW

īAll CW messaging done

ÁPower: Bioenno Power 6 amp LiFePo4 
battery

īAt 15 watts, lasted over 5 hours at a steady 
13V.  ~12 hours at 5 watts. 

īUsed a ñWattôs Upò meter to measure usage



The Setup

ÁAntenna: Homebrew portable 
Vertical Iôve been using for 15 years.

ī6-40 meters using a tapped coil

īSets up in 10 minutes

ī12 feet tall extended

ī1 foot collapsed.  Easy packing.

īUsed 8 radials loosely laid on the 
ground

ī15 feet of LMR -100A coax

ÁMounting:

īOn a stake in the ground

īOn a fence post

īOn a picnic table



Badlands, SD  (153 QSOs)



Badlands, SD



Badlands, SD


