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After the file is 

downloaded

 In most cases the file should be located in your 

downloads folder

 Often times it is possible to launch the program from the 

web browser once the download if finished

– The various protection programs may complain about 

lack of safety and present the users with warnings 

that you have to explicitly approve to actually launch 

the install program

 Other times you may need to navigate to the downloads 

folder and launch using a right click and administrator 

privileges



Open file





Double click on the file



You may see this screen, 

select “Run”







Click “Yes”











Check “ I Agree…” and click 

“Begin using program” after you 

scroll the text all the way down



Information to set up 

your account

 You have to be connected to the internet for account 
setup
– This is just like another email account!!

 Your Grid Square
– Amateur Radio Ham Radio Maidenhead Grid Square 

Locator Map

– https://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid_square.php

– QRZ look up detail information

 A recovery email Account 
– (write it down somewhere safe which one you used)

 A password 
– (write it down somewhere safe)

 Your home address and phone number

https://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid_square.php
https://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid_square.php
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QRZ grid square



Using the Address 

based lookup







Use just like other 

email programs

 Click new message

 Fill in the TO, Subject, and text like 

any other email program

 Post to outbox

 Unlike other programs that periodically 

check your out and in boxes Winlink 

allows you to control when that is done 

using a communications session
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What happens during a 

session

 The computer made a connection with 

the Winlink Email Server

 It checked to see if any email for you 

was currently waiting to be received

 It checked if you had email that 

needed to be sent

 All emails have unique SID that helps 

track them and make
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Enhanced messages

 Because Winlink is used to provide 

concise information for emergency 

communication it has a collection of 

templates / forms that are 

preconfigured

 Can send attachments (120kb limit)

 Text only in the body of message

6/9/2025 29



Use of templates

6/9/2025 30



Example ICS 213
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Condensed format
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Three types of 

messages
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• Winlink Message – normal message sent to the 

Winlink Email Servers for delivery

• Radio-Only Message – Message is accepted at RMS 

service node and it is held locally for pick only.  Not 

sent to Winlink Email Servers

• Peer-to-Peer – Used to send messages directly 

between two stations



Message types

 The message type will determine how 

the program processes messages 

from the outbox

 Peer-to-Peer will not send during a 

session with an RMS

 Winlink messages will not send with 

peer-to-peer contact
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Using Winlink basic 

email

 Closed system that you can use to 

send/receive email to other Winlink 

registered users

 Send email to any email address via 

Winlink internet gateways

 Receive emails only from approved 

internet email addresses or messages 

with specific subject lines
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Log in to your account
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Acceptlist
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Sending to Winlink user 

from any outside email
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How it looks on recieve
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• Some radios have built in sound cards or 

TNC (Terminal Node Controller)

• For this example, the radio has a 

connector that can accept PTT, 1200 Baud 

audio in, 9600 Baud audio in, 1200 baud 

audio out and 9600 baud audio out

• The reason for the two rates is because 

normal audio has a limit of about 3khz and 

in order to get the radio to respond at 9600 

baud it needs to by pass some of the 

normal audio processing circuitry

How to add a TNC and Radio



Basic Connection 

scheme

Serial 
connection

TNC
Audio and 

control cable
Radio

Antenna
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Direct serial data 

or USB to serial 

adapter or USB 

Cable specific to 

radio and TNC 

type



Configuration Process

 Identify the serial port

 Configure Winlink with port number 

and TNC specifics

 Build or purchase the cable from TNC 

to Radio

 Purchase USB to serial adapter or 

cable
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Use Device Manager

 Access control panel 

 Select device manager

 Open the port devices

 Note the current devices

 Plug in the new device and note the 

port number
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Control Panel
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Device manager
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Open session
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Click Settings
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Configure TNC
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Drop down menus for 

selections
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Note the text after 

update
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Key indicators

 When you open a session look at the 

ready message

 If the serial port or device did not 

initialize the message will indicate the 

failure

 Watch the radio for TX during the 

session and listen for the received 

audio
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Review

 How to install Winlink and create a 

Winlink account

 Sending your first message via telnet

 Templates and form use

 Types of messages (RMS, P2P,Ronly)

 Connection and configure A TNC
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