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WINLINK HAS THREE OPERATING MODES FOR 
SENDING MESSAGES BETWEEN STATIONS
• 1) CONVENTIONAL WINLINK MESSAGE

• 2) RADIO-ONLY MESSAGE

• 3) PEER-TO-PEER MESSAGE



WINLINK EXPRESS MAIN SCREEN…OPEN UP A 
MESSAGE SCREEN



MESSAGE SCREEN IS OPEN, NOW SELECT HOW 
YOUR WINLINK MESSAGE WILL BE SENT…GO TO 
“SEND AS” AND SELECT IN THE DROP DOWN 
MENU



CONVENTIONAL WINLINK MESSAGE

• USES AN INTERNET CONNECTION FOR “TELNET”, OR…

• MESSAGE CAN BE SENT BY “RADIO” TO AN RMS GATEWAY AND/OR 
PICKED UP VIA RADIO TO AN RMS GATEWAY…THE INTERNET IS USED 
TO DELIVER THE MESSAGE BETWEEN THE GATEWAYS

• “CLIENT” TO “RMS GATEWAY” TO “CMS”, THEN BACK TO AN “RMS”, 
AND PICKED UP BY A “CLIENT”

• MESSAGES THAT PASS THROUGH THE WINLINK SYSTEM ARE LIMITED 
TO 120KB…IF YOU TRY TO SEND > 120KB, THE MESSAGE WILL BE 
REJECTED



RADIO CONNECTION TO AN RMS GATEWAY…VARA 
FM SCREEN OPEN, PICK “CHANNEL SELECTION” 
…THEN PICK A STATION AND DOUBLE CLICK



VARA FM WINLINK SESSION IS OPEN AND READY 
TO SEND…THIS EXAMPLE, HAVE YOUR RADIO DIAL 
FREQ ON 145.050 AND PUSH “START” TO MAKE 
YOUR CONNECTION



HOW TO CREATE AND SEND “FIELD 
SITUATION REPORTS”
• AUXCOM, ARES, RACES, SHARES STATIONS, ETC CAN ALL SEND SITUATION 

REPORTS THAT CAN THEN BE COLLATED AND INFORMATION SHOWN ON A 
MAP

• IF THE MESSAGE IS SENT AS A CONVENTIONAL WINLINK MESSAGE, YOU 
CAN SELECT SEVERAL CALL SIGNS TO RECEIVE THE MESSAGE WITH ONE 
SENDING SESSION AND EACH STATION CAN PICK UP THEIR “COPY” OF THE 
MESSAGE AND COLLATE INFO IF THEY RECEIVED SEVERAL REPORTS?

• EACH CLIENT STATION FILLS OUT A “FIELD SITUATION REPORT” AND PLACES 
THE REPORT IN THEIR WINLINK “OUTBOX”

• HOW THE MESSAGE IS SENT IS UP TO THE CLIENT STATION…SEND IT VIA  
TELNET, VIA AN RMS GATEWAY, VIA P2P?



FIELD SITUATION REPORTS

• IN THE FIELD SITUATION REPORT, YOU SELECT WHICH WINLINK CALL SIGNS WILL 
RECEIVE THE REPORT

• EACH REPORT WILL USE LOCATION INFORMATION AS PART OF THE REPORT

• YOU CAN USE A GPS DONGLE, GO TO THE MAIN SCREEN “SETTINGS”, GO TO 
“GPS/POSITION REPORTS”, PUT THE DONGLE INFO IN AND YOU SHOULD SEE GPS 
STATUS INFO TO SHOW IT IS DOWNLOADING GPS DATA

• THE DONGLE SHOULD SHOW WHEN IT HAS A LOCK, SUCH AS A FLASHING RED 
LIGHT? 

• AS YOUR STATION MOVES, THE GRID SQUARE CAN BE CHANGED IN THE MAIN 
SCREEN “SETTINGS”, GO TO “WINLINK EXPRESS SETUP…”, THEN LOOK MID PAGE 
ON THE LEFT FOR “MY GRID SQUARE”, CHANGE TO THE GRID SQUARE YOU ARE 
IN (IT WILL PLACE YOUR STATION IN THE MIDDLE OF THE GRID SQUARE), THEN 
SELECT “UPDATE” AT THE BOTTOM OF THE SCREEN



HOW TO FIND YOUR “FIELD SITUATION REPORT” 
TEMPLATE…GO TO “SELECT TEMPLATE” ON YOUR 
NEW MESSAGE FORM



GO TO “STANDARD TEMPLATES (VERSION….)”



GO TO “MAPPING GIS FORMS”



GO TO “FIELD SITUATION REPORT”



FIELD SITUATION REPORT FORM OPENED UP, YOU 
CAN CHANGE THE NAME AT THE TOP BY CLICKING 
ON “SETUP” IN THE UPPER LEFT…THIS ONE SAYS, 
“CRESA CLARK COUNTY WA”



FILL IN THE TOP SECTION OF THE FIELD SITUATION 
REPORT…EXAMPLE…GRID SQUARE IS DISPLAYED 
AND MUST BE CHANGED IN WINLINK SETTINGS, 
LAT/LONG AND MGRS CAN BE CHANGED IN THE 
FORM



FIELD SITUATION REPORT UTILITY/ 
COMMUNICATION FUNCTIONING STATUS…”YES”, 
“NO”, “UNKNOWN”



BOTTOM PART OF THE FIELD SITUATION REPORT 
FORM…NOTE ITEM 10. INTERNET FUNCTIONING? 
“NO”, PUT YOUR NAME IN THE “POC” LINE



NEXT STEP…CLICK ON “SAVE FIELD SITUATION 
DATA” IN THE LOWER LEFT OF THE SCREEN, THIS 
MESSAGE POPS UP…PUSH “OK”…THE POP UP  
WILL CHANGE TO A DIFFERENT MESSAGE



THE FIELD SITUATION DATA IS NOW SAVED AND 
YOU SEE THIS SCREEN, NEXT SELECT “SUBMIT”



YOU HIT THE “SUBMIT” BUTTON, YOU WILL 
NOW SEE  THIS POP UP SCREEN…SELECT “OK”



NEXT YOU WILL SEE THIS “LOCALHOST” 
SCREEN…JUST MINIMIZE THIS SCREEN TAB



YOU CREATED A FIELD SITUATION REPORT, 
CLICKED ON “SAVE FIELD SITUATION DATA” AND 
SUBMITTED THE INFORMATION TO YOUR 
MESSAGE SCREEN…NOW “POST TO OUTBOX”



TWO WINLINK ACCOUNT HOLDERS CAN 
PRACTICE THIS BY DOING THE FOLLOWING
• LETS SAY FOR EXAMPLE THERE IS WINLINK ACCOUNT HOLDER MIKE AND 

ACCOUNT HOLDER DEBBIE

• MIKE CAN USE THE INTERNET TELNET METHOD TO SEND MULTIPLE FIELD 
SITUATION REPORTS TO DEBBIE’S CALL SIGN IN WINLINK

• ALL MIKE HAS TO DO IS GO INTO WINLINK EXPRESS SETTINGS AND 
CHANGE HIS LOCATION, JUST CHANGE THE GRID SQUARE WITH EACH NEW 
REPORT HE MAKES AND PUTS IN HIS OUTBOX

• HERE ARE THE STEPS:

• MIKE OPENS UP A “NEW MESSAGE”, THEN “SELECT TEMPLATE”, THEN 
OPENS UP “STANDARD TEMPLATES”, THEN SELECTS AND OPENS UP 
“MAPPING-GIS FORMS”, THEN SELECTS “FIELD SITUATION REPORT”



NEXT STEP…FILL OUT THE FIELD SITUATION 
REPORT PER INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN
• MIKE FILLS OUT THE FIELD SITUATION REPORT MAKING SURE TO 

HAVE DEBBIE’S CALL SIGN IN THE “TO;” SECTION

• MIKE WILL THEN SELECT “SAVE” AND NEXT “SUBMIT” THE REPORT

• MIKE WILL THEN SEE THE NEW MESSAGE HE HAS COMPOSED, BUT 
STILL  NEEDS TO NEXT  “POST TO THE OUTBOX”

• THIS FIRST “FIELD SITUATION REPORT” IS NOW IN HIS WINLINK 
“OUTBOX” READY TO BE SENT, MIKE IS NOW READY TO FILL OUT 
MORE REPORTS, BUT HE NEEDS TO CHANGE HIS LOCATION WITH 
EACH NEW PRACTICE REPORT



CHANGING LOCATION FOR EACH NEW 
PRACTICE REPORT
• MIKE GOES TO THE WINLINK EXPRESS  MAIN OPENING PAGE AND CLICKS ON THE 

“SETTINGS” TAB AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE, THEN CLICKS ON “WINLINK EXPRESS 
SET UP”, FROM THERE HE LOOKS DOWN THE LEFT SIDE OF PAGE AND SEES “My 
Grid Square” 

• HERE HE CHANGES THE LOCATION INFORMATION FOR THAT “SESSION” AND PUTS 
IN A NEW GRID SQUARE FOR THE NEXT PRACTICE LOCATION, THEN AT THE 
BOTTOM OF PAGE, CLICKS ON “UPDATE”

• NOW JUST FILL OUT SEVERAL REPORTS AND MAKE SURE TO PUT THEM IN  THE 
“OUTBOX” OF WINLINK EXPRESS BY DOING THE “POST TO OUTBOX” STEP

• NOW JUST SEND YOUR REPORTS USING “TELNET”, GO TO “OPEN SESSION”, USE 
THE DROP DOWN MENU TO SELECT “TELNET WINLINK”, THEN CLICK ON “START”, 
MIKE HAS NOW SENT MULTIPLE REPORTS TO DEBBIE’S CALL SIGN



FIELD SITUATION REPORT PRACTICE

• AS MIKE MAKES A SITUATION REPORT, HE WILL SELECT WHICH ITEM IS A “YES”, 
“NO”, OR “UNKNOWN”

• PLAN TO SEND SOME REPORTS THAT ALL HAVE THE SAME MISSING SERVICE 
SUCH AS “INTERNET” = “NO”

• LOOK AT THE NEXT FOUR PPT SLIDES TO SEE YOUR SENDING THE MESSAGE 
CHOICES, AND HOW THE MAPPING INFORMATION LOOKS LIKE FROM A FEMA 
DRILL…(AFTER THE NEXT 4 SLIDES I WILL SHARE MORE STEPS FOR MIKE AND 
DEBBIE TO TAKE)

• YOU WILL SEE ALL THE STATIONS THAT SENT IN A REPORT TO FEMA ON ONE 
SLIDE

• WITH THE MAPPING PROGRAM, YOU CAN THEN FILTER OUT JUST THE 
INFORMATION YOU ARE LOOKING FOR, ANOTHER SLIDE YOU WILL SHOW ONLY  
THOSE STATIONS THAT REPORTED IN THEIR FIELD REPORT THEY HAD NO 
INTERNET



YOUR FIELD SITUATION REPORT IS SITTING IN 
YOUR WINLINK OUTBOX…NOW SELECT A METHOD 
OF SENDING THE INFO

• YOU CAN SEND VIA TELNET

• YOU CAN SEND VIA RADIO TO AN RMS

• YOU CAN SEND VIA A DIGI, TO AN RMS

• YOU CAN SEND AS A P2P MESSAGE

• YOU CAN SEND VIA A DIGI, TO ANOTHER P2P STATION

• YOU HAVE SEVERAL CHOICES, WHICH ONE IS THE BEST? YOU DECIDE



FEMA EXERCISE DATA FROM TWO EXERCISES IN 
THE SOUTH EASTERN US…THIS VIEW IS ALL 
STATIONS THAT CHECKED IN FOR THE EXERCISES



THE WINLINK PROGRAM AGGREGATION MAP HAS 
FILTERS…WE NEXT WANT TO SEE JUST THE  
STATIONS THAT HAVE REPORTED “NO INTERNET”



IF THE EXERCISE WAS LOOKING FOR EFFECTS OF A 
US CYBER ATTACK…HERE ARE THE STATIONS THAT 
REPORTED “NO INTERNET”



TIME FOR DEBBIE TO SEE ALL THE FIELD 
SITUATION REPORTS THAT MIKE SENT
• DEBBIE FIRST PICKS UP ALL THE MESSAGES MIKE SENT BY DOING ONE TELNET 

SESSION, SHE WILL NOW SEE ALL THE MESSAGES POPULATE IN HER “INBOX”

• DEBBIE HAS TWO MAPPING OPTIONS, FIRST,  LETS LOOK AT A QUICK WAY TO SEE 
A SINGLE LOCATION REPORT ON A MAP FIRST

• EACH MESSAGE MIKE SENT HAS GIS LOCATION INFORMATION, DEBBIE CAN GO 
TO HER INBOX, SINGLE CLICK ON ONE MESSAGE, THEN RIGHT CLICK TO SEE 
OPTIONS, SHE THEN CLICKS ON “SHOW MAP OF MESSAGE ORIGIN”

• A MAP WILL POP UP SHOWING HER LOCATION AND THE LOCATION OF MESSAGE 
JUST SENT TO HER, SHE CAN RIGHT CLICK ON MAP TO MOVE THE MAP AROUND

• DEBBIE DOES NOT NEED TO OPEN UP EVERY MESSAGE TO NEXT SEE ALL THE 
FIELD SITUATION REPORTS ON A MAP…OPTION TWO, SEE ALL THE STATIONS



DEBBIE NOW WANTS TO SEE ALL THE FIELD 
SITUATION REPORTS ON A SINGLE MAP, CLICK ON 
THE “WORLD MAPPING GLOBE” FIRST



NEXT YOU WILL SEE THIS “Maps and CSV/KML 
Files for Forms” WINDOW, GO TO THE DROP 
DOWN MENU NEXT TO “Select from:” AND SELECT 
“Field Situation Report”



NEXT TO “Map provider” IN THE DROP DOWN 
WINDOW, I LIKE TO SELECT “Google Terrain” IN 
THE DROP DOWN WINDOW, THIS WILL LOAD THE 
MAP IN YOUR COMPUTER



NEXT STEP IS TO CLICK ON THE “Display Map” 
AT THE LOWER LEFT



DEBBIE WILL NOW SEE A VIEW THAT LOOKS 
SIMILAR TO THIS…HER STATION AND ALL THE 
STATION LOCATIONS THAT MIKE SENT TO HER 
CALL SIGN ON A MAP



DEBBIE CAN NOW LEFT CLICK ON ANY STATION 
LOCATION MIKE SENT AND WILL THEN SEE THAT 
STATION’S FIELD SITUATION REPORT



IF DEBBIE WANTS TO MOVE THE MAP AROUND, 
SHE WILL RIGHT CLICK AND DRAG THE MAP, OR 
SHE CAN ZOOM-IN OR ZOOM-OUT FROM THE 
SELECTIONS AT THE TOP OF THE MAP



LETS SAY MIKE SENT 10 FIELD SITUATION REPORTS 
TO DEBBIE AND 5 OF THEM SHOWED “NO 
INTERNET”…CLICK ON “Set Filters” IN THE UPPER 
LEFT



HERE IS THE PAGE CALLED “Map Filters For Field 
Situation Report”, A VERY POWERFUL TOOL…LET’S 
LOOK AT SOME FEATURES



UNDER “Age and Date Limits on Reports”, SELECT   
“Do not limit reports by age or date” TO START 
WITH, AND HAVE “Enable map filtering” BOX 
CHECKED



HAVE “Select reports that match ANY enable 
filter item” CIRCLE SELECTED



NEXT SCROLL THE “Form field”, “Selection Value” 
AND “Marker Color” BOX DOWN TO DISPLAY 
SELECTION NUMBER 10 “Internet functioning”



IN ROW NUMBER 10 “Internet functioning” IN THE 
“Selection Value” COLUMN, CHANGE “Ignore” IN 
THE DROP DOWN MENU(FAR RIGHT) TO “NO”



NEXT CHANGE THE MARKER COLOR IN THAT LINE, 
I CHOSE RED, USING THE DROP DOWN MENU 



AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE UNDER “Which 
markers to show on map”, SELECT “Display all 
markers using colors to indicate selected ones” 
AND THEN PRESS “Save”



NEXT OPEN UP THE “SET FILTERS” AGAIN AND 
THIS TIME CHANGE TO “Display only markers 
selected by filters” AND SAVE



IF DEBBIE HOVERS OVER A MARKER, SHE WILL SEE 
THIS TYPE OF INFO…NOTE “…Filters 
Matched…”AND “10 Internet functioning =NO”



IF YOU LEFT CLICK ON A MARKER, YOU SEE THE 
ENTIRE FIELD SITUATION REPORT FOR THAT 
INDIVIDUAL STATION



RIGHT CLICK ON A MARKER AND SELECT “PRINT 
REPORT” TO MAKE A HARD COPY OF THE 
“SELECTED FIELD SITUATION REPORT” AND HAND 
IT TO YOUR INCIDENT COMMANDER 



DEBBIE AND MIKE HAVE JUST LEARNED HOW TO 
SEND GROUND TRUTH INFORMATION AND THEN 
DISPLAY THE INFO ON A MAP

• A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO STEVE WATERMAN FOR SHARING THESE 
STEPS WITH ME, SO I COULD THEN PASS ON THE INFO TO YOU

• THIS IS THE MOST POWERFUL FEATURE IN THE WINLINK EXPRESS 
FEATURE SET

• THEY SAY “A PICTURE TELLS A THOUSAND WORDS”

• THE INCIDENT COMMANDER INSTEAD OF SEEING A LONG LIST OF 
DATA POINTS WITH LINE BY LINE INFO, NOW CAN SEE EVERYTHING 
NEEDED ON ONE MAP



FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
WINLINK MAP AGGREGATION CAPABILITY
• OLIVER DULLY K6OLI IS AN EXPERT AND HAS YOU-TUBE VIDEOS

• WAVE TALKER GROUP ALSO HAS YOU-TUBE VIDEOS



SENDING SMS MESSAGES FROM WINLINK 
EXPRESS TO A PHONE…ENTER THE FOLLOWING IN 
THE “To:” LINE OF YOUR MESSAGE

• AT&T     NUMBER@TXT.ATT.NET

• BOOST    NUMBER@SMSMYBOOSTMOBILE.COM

• CRICKET    NUMBER@SMS.CRICKETWIRELESS.NET

• SPRINT    NUMBER@MESSAGING.SPRINTPCS.COM

• T-MOBILE    NUMBER@TMOMAIL.NET

• VERIZON    NUMBER@VTEXT.COM

• “NUMBER” = INSERT THE 10 DIGIT NUMBER

• THE RECEIVING PARTY MAY BE ABLE TO REPLY BACK ON THEIR CARRIER, 
VERIZON IS A YES, HAVE NOT CHECKED OUT OTHERS

mailto:NUMBER@TXT.ATT.NET
mailto:NUMBER@SMSMYBOOSTMOBILE.COM
mailto:NUMBER@SMS.CRICKETWIRELESS.NET
mailto:NUMBER@MESSAGING.SPRINTPCS.COM
mailto:NUMBER@TMOMAIL.NET
mailto:NUMBER@VTEXT.COM


VERIZON WIRELESS EMAIL TO PHONE TEXT 
MESSAGE EXAMPLE…10 DIGIT NUMBER + 
VTEXT.COM ALL RUN TOGETHER PLACED IN THE 
“To:” LINE



HOW THE SMS MESSAGE FROM WINLINK 
EXPRESS APPEARS ON A RECIPIENT’S PHONE
• TEXT YOU TYPED IN THE SUBJECT LINE WILL BE INSIDE OF (  )

• OUTSIDE OF THE ( ) IS WHAT YOU TYPED IN THE BODY OF THE 
MESSAGE

• SMS MESSAGING SUPPORTS UP TO 160 CHARACTERS

• IF A STATION IS ABLE TO REACH AN RMS JUST OUTSIDE OF THE 
DISASTER ZONE, THEY CAN REACH OUT TO OTHERS WHO ARE ALSO 
OUTSIDE OF THE IMPACTED AREA

• MY ANDROID PHONE USING VERIZON SAYS THE FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE UPON RECEIPT OF THIS SMS MESSAGE, “THIS MESSAGE IS 
FROM AN UNSAVED NUMBER. BEWARE OF SMISHING AND PHISHING.



WINLINK CATALOG REQUESTS…HOW TO

WITH WINLINK EXPRESS OPENED…GO TO “SETTINGS”…SCROLL DOWN 
TO “WINLINK CATALOG REQUESTS…”

ON THE FAR LEFT YOU WILL SEE A NUMBER OF “CATAGORIES”…SELECT 
A CATEGORY…THEN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SCREEN YOU WILL SEE 
“INQUIRY ID” AND “DESCRIPTIONS”…DOUBLE CLICK ON ONE YOU 
WANT AND YOU WILL SEE THAT DESCRIPTION POPULATE THE 
“SELECTIONS” BOX ON THE UPPER RIGHT

WHEN YOU HAVE PICKED YOUR SELECTIONS, THEN HIT THE “POST 
REQUEST” BOX

YOUR REQUEST IS NOW IN YOUR “OUTBOX”, READY TO BE SENT WITH 
YOUR NEXT RMS/TELNET CONNECTION



WINLINK CATEGORY EXAMPLE

• UNDER CATAGORIES, GO TO “SAT_PIX”, THIS WILL BRING UP A 
NUMBER OF SATELLITE PIC CHOICES

• THEN UNDER DESCRIPTION, GO TO “WCIR.JPG” WHICH IS West Coast 
Infra Red SAT PIC

• THEN “POST REQUEST”

• MAKE A RMS/TELNET CONNECTION AND SEND YOUR REQUEST

• WAIT FEW MINUTES AND THEN MAKE ANOTHER CONNECTION TO 
PICK UP YOUR SATELLITE PIC



ANOTHER WAY TO REQUEST A CATALOG 
REQUEST
• OPEN UP THE WINLINK EXPRESS “NEW MESSAGE” SCREEN

• FOLLOW THESE STEPS…

• TO: “INQUIRY”

• SUBJECT: “REQUEST”

• IN THE BODY OF THE MESSAGE, INSERT THE “INQUIRY ID” LISTED, THE 
SAT PIC EXAMPLE, PUT “WCIR.JPG” IN THE BODY OF THE MESSAGE

• POST TO YOUR OUTBOX AS A “WINLINK” MESSAGE

• MAKE A CONNECTION AND SEND



HERE IS A SAT PIC FROM THE WEST COAST IR 
WEATHER SATELLITE



A NON RADIO LICENSED PERSON CAN SEND AN 
EMAIL MESSAGE TO YOUR WINLINK CALL SIGN 
ONE OF THREE WAYS
• THEY REPLY TO YOUR EMAIL MESSAGE THAT YOU SENT TO THEM

• THEY COMPOSE A MESSAGE TO YOUR “CALL SIGN@WINLINK.ORG” 
AND PUT “//WL2K R/ FIRST ON THE SUBJECT LINE, FOLLOWED BY 
THEIR SUBJECT MESSAGE

• THEY COMPOSE A MESSAGE TO “CALL SIGN@WINLINK.ORG” AND 
YOU HAVE THEIR EMAIL ON A WHITELIST

mailto:SIGN@WINLINK.ORG
mailto:SIGN@WINLINK.ORG


WINLINK WHITELIST SPAM FILTER

https://www.winlink.org/content/how_manage_your_whitelist_spamc
ontrol

To: SYSTEM@WINLINK.ORG

SUBJECT: WHITELIST

List: …..WILL COME BACK WITH YOUR WHITELIST INFO

Accept: Name@somewhere.com, one email per CMD line

Reject: Name@somewhere.com, one email per CMD line

Delete: Name @somewhere.com, one email per CMD line

No “@” will default to domain name

https://www.winlink.org/content/how_manage_your_whitelist_spamcontrol
mailto:SYSTEM@WINLINK.ORG
mailto:Name@somewhere.com
mailto:Name@somewhere.com


PEER-TO-PEER MESSAGES VIA WINLINK 
USING VARA FM
• MESSAGES SENT FROM ONE STATION TO ANOTHER WITH NO 

INTERNET IN USE

• VARA FM P2P MESSAGES CAN ALSO USE A “DIGI” TO HELP OPEN UP A 
RADIO PATHWAY FROM ONE STATION TO ANOTHER

• THE DIGI RELAY SITE IS DONE BY THE VARA FM PROGRAM 
ALONE…THE DIGI STATION COMPUTER DOES NOT NEED THE WINLINK 
VARA FM PROGRAM TO BE OPENED

• THE SENDING AND RECEIVING STATIONS MUST BOTH HAVE THEIR P2P 
WINLINK SESSION OPEN DURING A SESSION



PEER-TO-PEER MESSAGES VIA WINLINK 
USING VARA FM
• YOU CAN “PUSH” OR “PULL” MESSAGES AS NEEDED, YOU CAN SEND A 

MESSAGE OR MAKE A CONNECTION AND PICKUP A MESSAGE THAT IS 
WAITING FOR YOUR PICKUP AT THE OTHER STATION

• A P2P STATION CAN “PARK” A GENERAL MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO 
SEVERAL STATIONS AND EACH STATION CAN PICK UP JUST THEIR COPY 
OF THE MESSAGE

• P2P MESSAGES CAN EXCEED THE 120KB FILE SIZE LIMIT, THIS ALLOWS 
SENDING A LARGE KB FILE SUCH AS A PICTURE, SORRY…NO VIDEOS 
YET 



SELECTING A VARA HF STATION USING THE 
WINLINK PROGRAM



SELECTING A VARA HF RMS…VARA HF SESSION 
OPENED UP…NEXT CLICK ON “CHANNEL 
SELECTION”



WINLINK HF RMS GATEWAYS CAN BE 
SELECTED FROM A LIST OR FROM A MAP
• THE LIST SHOWS CALL SIGN, FREQUENCY, MODE, GRID SQUARE, 

DISTANCE, BEARING, QUALITY OF THE PATH

• THE MAP SCREEN SHOWS RMS GATEWAYS AND COLOR CODES THE 
QUALITY



WINLINK VARA HF LIST OF STATIONS, “HF 
CHANNEL SELECTOR”, CLICK ON THE “MAP” 
BUTTON TO SEE A MAP



VARA HF RMS GATEWAYS SEEN USING THE “MAP” 
SCREEN WHEN A VARA HF WINLINK SESSION 
OPENED



HF CHANNEL SELECTOR “LIST” IS OPEN…ON THE 
UPPER RIGHT, NOW PICK “RADIO-ONLY CAPABLE 
RMS” TO NEXT SEE RADIO-ONLY LIST



VARA HF CHANNEL SELECTOR NOW SHOWS LIST 
OF RADIO-ONLY RMS SITES, NOW SELECT “MAP”



VARA HF RADIO ONLY MAP… SELECT “CHANNEL 
SELECTION”, THEN SELECT “RADIO-ONLY”, THEN 
OPEN THE “MAP”



VARA HF RADIO-ONLY CAPABLE RMS 
GATEWAYS…YOU CAN HOVER OVER A SITE AND 
SEE MORE INFO…YOU CAN ALSO SELECT THAT SITE 
FOR A RADIO SESSION



WINLINK GPS/POSITION REPORTS

• OPEN WINLINK EXPRESS

• GO TO “SETTINGS”

• GO TO “GPS/POSITION REPORTS”

• IF YOU HAVE A GPS DONGLE OR TCPIP VIA Ios DEVICE, YOU CAN COPY 
THE LOCATION DATA, ADD AN OPTIONAL MESSAGE AND THEN “POST 
REPORT”

• iOS PHONE APP “GPS2IP” WILL ALLOW GPS DATA FROM YOUR PHONE 
TO TRANSFER TO YOUR LAPTOP



WINLINK MAP FEATURE

• ONCE YOU OPEN THE MAP AND SEE ALL THE AVAILABLE RMS 
STATIONS

• YOU CAN CLICK ON A STATION, SELECT THE FREQ THEY ARE 
SCANNING THAT YOU WANT TO USE

• THEN “SELECT” THAT STATION AND WINLINK SESSION WILL OPEN UP 
THAT STATION AND SEND INFORMATION FOR RADIO CONTROL TO 
CHANGE YOUR DIAL FREQUENCY TO THAT STATION

• THE MAP WILL SHOW STATIONS WITH A GOOD PATH QUALITY IN 
GREEN, YELLOW IS MORE MARGINAL, AND A RED COLOR IS 
CONSIDERED A POOR PATH QUALITY



RESOURCE LINK EVERY RADIO OPERATOR IN 
THE NW SHOULD HAVE A COPY OF
• Cascadia_Rising_Exercise_Scenario.pdf (oregon.gov)

• THIS LINK HAS THE BEST INFO REGARDING THE VARIOUS IMPACTS 
THAT WOULD HAPPEN WITH A 9.0 CASCADIA SUBDUCTION ZONE 
EARTHQUAKE

https://www.oregon.gov/oem/Documents/Cascadia_Rising_Exercise_Scenario.pdf


RADIO-ONLY MESSAGE VIA WINLINK HF

• NO INTERNET INVOLVED, THE INTERNET IS DOWN?

• THE MESSAGE CAN ONLY BE PICKED UP VIA A RADIO CONNECTION TO 
A HYBRID STATION

• MESSAGE IS ONLY SENT VIA RADIO AND STORED ON AN MPS 
(MESSAGE PICKUP STATION) PRESELECTED BY A CLIENT…MPS MUST 
BE SELECTED 24 HOURS BEFORE…THE GATEWAYS UPDATE THEIR 
SERVER INFO ONCE A DAY, USUALLY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT

• RECOMMEND PICKING TWO MPS

• THE RMS GATEWAY MUST BE IN HYBRID MODE



SPECIAL THANKS TO TWO AMATEUR RADIO 
OPERATORS WHO HAVE BEEN MY MENTORS OVER 
THE YEARS
• THANK YOU GARY TAKIS…K7GJT FOR SPENDING HOURS SHOWING ME 

EVERYTHING ABOUT HAM RADIO

• THANK YOU TO WALTER KAELIN WHO TAUGHT ME INFO ABOUT 
USING PACTOR MODEMS AND PORTABLE OPERATIONS

• KB7RHI


